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All over the world CHINESE NEW YEAR will be celebrated.

This year,[image: image8.jpg]


 is designated the Year of the Tiger which is also known by its formal name of Geng Yin. We are looking forward to celebrating and learning about the holiday that includes the Lantern Festival and the Dragon Dance, which occurs at the end of the 15 traditional days that welcome in the New Year.
Books:Lion Dancer: Ernie Wan's Chinese New Year by Kate Waters and Madeline Slovenz-Low .
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We will be creating a variety of crafts with students to get them in the spirit of a class Valentine's Day celebration. Books of Love Scholastic Picture books about Valentine's Day, kisses, friendship, love, and loyalty for early readers. 
In science, try…
Magnetic Attraction:
There’s no better time to talk about “instant attraction” (between magnetic objects) than Valentine’s Day. Place an assortment of small items, both magnetic and nonmagnetic, in a shoebox. Cut out one large and one small heart from red paper. Attach the small heart to a magnet wand. Ask children to predict which items in the box are magnetic, remove those objects, and place them on the large heart. Then wave the magnet over the objects remaining in the box. If an object is attracted to the magnet, remove it and set it beside the box. Then wave the wand over each object on the large heart. If the object is not attracted to the magnet, set the object to the side of the heart. When finished testing, encourage child to examine how accurately they predicted.

OUR AMAZING HEARTS: We will be taking a look at pictures of the human heart and explain to your children how it works. If possible, use a stethoscope to listen to one another's heartbeats. Discover how heartbeat rates change by listening before and after doing exercises, such as running or jumping.
HAND PRINTS: Set out pans or plates of paint and some paper. Have children one at a time press their hands into the paint and make impressions on the paper. When dry, attach the following poem to each painting and let your children take them home.

Heart Filled Songs:
HERE'S A HEART



HAVE YOU EVER SEEN A HEART?
Tune: "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star"

Tune:  “Have You Ever Seen A Lassie?”
Here's a heart I made for you,


Have you ever seen a heart, a heart, a heart?
Trimmed with lace and ribbons, too.

Have you ever seen a heart, that looks like this?
This red heart is meant to say


Two round humps on top, with a point at the bottom

I like you in every way.



Have you ever seen a heart, it looks like this!
Here's a heart for you from me,
'Cause you are my friend, you see.

[Children could hold up heart cut outs at the end of the 






song.]

VALENTINE, VALENTINE

Will You Be My Valentine 
(Tune:  “This Old Man”)



(Sung To: 'London Bridge Is Falling Down)
Valentine, Valentine,



Will you be my Valentine, Valentine, Valentine.
I’ll be yours if you’ll be mine.


Will you be my Valentine, Be a friend of Mine.
Here’s a great big hug and lots of kisses, too.
They all say that, “I Love You”.
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Throughout history, African Americans have invented some important and fun devices. We plan to take a look at men and women and see what they invented, such as Garrett Morgan who invented the first traffic signal.
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Note:
Because of all the extra clothing needed for Winter it is very important to remember to label everything your child wears or brings in. All food and drink items that are in your childs labeled lunchbox/bag need to be labeled as well! 
Be sure to check your mailboxes the end of February for our upcoming 'All About Me’ unit.
